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XXII. UT to be a little more particular. How can 

you pofflibly reconcile reprobation with thofe 
{criptures that declare the juftice of GOD? To cite one 
for all. 

Ezek. xviii. 2. &c. What mean ye, that ye ufe this pro- 
verb; The fathers have eaten four grapes, and the children’s 
teeth are fet on edge? As I live, faith the Lord GOD, ye fhall 
not have occafion any more to ufe this proverbin Ifrael. Be- 
hold, all fouls are mine; as the foul of the father, fo the fout 
of the fon 1s mine; (and however I may temporally vifit the 
fins of the fathers upon the children, yet this vifitation ex- 
tends no further, but) the foul that finneth, it fhall die, for 
its own fin, and not another’s. But if a man be juft, and 
do that which is lawful and right—he fhall furely live, faith 
the Lord GOD. Sf he beget a fon, that is a robber—fhall he 
then live ? He fhall not live ; he fhall furely dee—Yet fay ye, 
why, doth not the fon bear the iniquity of the father? (Teme 
porally he doth, as in the cafe of Achan, Korah, and a thou- 
{and others : but not eternally.) When the fon hath done that 
which 1s lawful and right, he fall furely live. The foul that 
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finneth it fhall die ({hall die the fecond death.) The fon hall 
not bear the ‘eeu of the father, neither all the father bear 
the iniquity of the fon. The righteou/ne/s of the righteous fhalt 
be upon him, and the wickedne/s of the wicked Shall be upon 
him. Yet ye fay, the way of the Lord 1s not equal. Hear 
now, O Ifrael! Is net my way egual? (equitable, juft) Are 
not your ways unequal ? When a righteous mam turneth away 
from his righteoufne/s, and committeth iniquity, and dieth in 
them ; for his iniquity that he hath done, fhall he die. Again, 
when the wicked man turneth away from his wickedne/s, that he 
hath committed, and doth that which is lawful and right, he 
Shall fave his foul alive-—Therefore, I will judge you, O houfe 
of Ifraet! every one according to his ways, faith the Lord 
GOD. Repent, and turn yourfelves Jrom all your tran/greffi- 
ons: fo-inigquily fhall not be your ruin. | 

Throughout this whole paflage GOD is pleafed to appeal 
to man himfelf, touching the juflice of his proceedings. And 
well might he appeal to our own confcience, according to 
the account of them which is here given: but it is an ac- 
count which all the art of man will never reconcile with un- 
conditional reprobation. 

XXIII. Do you think it will cut the knot to fay, “ Why, 
“if GOD might juftly have paft by all men (fpeak out, if 
* GOD might ju///y have reprobated all men, for it comes 
“ to the fame point) then he may juftly pafs by fome. But 
* GOD might ju/ily have paffed by all men.” Are you 
fure he might? Where is it written ? I cannot find it in the 
word of GOD. Therefore, I reje& it as a bold, precari- 
ous affertion, utterly unfupported by holy f{cripture. 

If you fay, “ But you know in your own confcience, 
“ GOD might ju/ly have pafled by you :” Ideny it. That 
GOD might ju/lly, for my unfaithfulnefs to his grace, have 
given me up long ago, I grant: but this conceflion fuppofes 
me to have had that grace, which you fay a reprobate never 
had. 

But befides, in making this fuppofition, of what GOD 
might have juftly done, you fuppofe his juflige might have 
been feparate from his other attributes, from his mercy in 

particular. 
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particular, But this never was, nor ever will be: nor in- 
deed is it poffible it fhould. All his attributes are infepa- 
rably joined ; they cannot be divided, no, not for a moment. 
Therefore, this whole argument ftands, nat only on an un- 
{criptural, but on an abfurd, impoflible {uppofition. 

XXIV.. Do you fay, “ Nay, but it is juft for GOD to 
“ pafs by whom he will, becaufe of his fovereignty : for he 
* faith himfelf, may I not do whut I will with my own? And, 
** hath not the potter power over his own clay?” 1 anfwer, the 
former of thefe fentences ftands in the conclufion of that pa- 
rable, Mat. 29. wherein our Lord reproves the Jews for 
murmuring at GOD’s giving the fame reward to the gentiles 
as to them. ‘To one of thefe murmurers it is that GOD 
fays, Friend, I do thee no wrong ; take that thine is, and go 
thy way: I well give unto this laft even as unto thee. Then 
follows, Ji 1¢ not lawful for me to do what I will with my 
own? Is thine eye evil, becaufe I am.good? As if he had 
faid, “* May I not give my own kingdom to whom I pleafe ? 
“ Art thou angry, becaufe I am merciful ?” It is then un- 
deniably clear, that GOD does not here affert a right ot 
reprobating any man. Here is nothing fpoken of reproba- 
tion, bad or good. Here is no kind of reference thereto. 
This text therefore has nothing to do with the conclufion 
it was brought to prove. 

XXY. But you add, hath not the potter power over his 
ows clay ? Let ys confider the context of thefe words alfo. They 
are found in the ninth chapter of the epiftle to the Romans ; 
an epiftle, the general {cope and intent of which is, to pub- 
lifh the eternal, unchangeable xgeéseis, purpofe or decree of 
GOD, Ile that belreveth, fhall be faved ; he that believeth not, 
Shall be damned, The jultice of GOD in condemning thofe 
that believed not, and the neceflity of believing in order to 
falvation, the apoftle proves at large in the three firft chap- 
ters, which he confirms in the fourth by the example of 
Abraham. nthe former part of the fifth, and in the fixth 
chapter, he defcribes the happinefs and holinefs of true be- - 
lievers. (The latter part of the fifth is a digreflion concern- 


ing the extent of the benefits flowing from the death of 
Chritft.) 
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Chrift.) In the feventh, he thews in what fenfe believers in 
Chrift are delivered from the law: and defcribes the miferable 
bondage of thofe who are ftill under the law ; that is, who are 
truly convinced of fin, but not able to conquer it. In the 
eighth, he again defcribes the happy liberty of thofe who 
truly believe in Chrifl; and encourages them to fuffer for 
the faith, as by other confiderations, fo by this in particular, 
we know that all things work together for good to them that 
love GOD, ver. 28. to them that are called (by the preaching 
of his word) according to hes purpofe, or decree, unalterably 
fixt trom eternity: he that believeth, fhall be faved. For 
whom he did forcknow, as believing, he al/o did predeflinate 
to be conformed to the image of his Son. Moreover, whom he 
did predeflinate, them he alfo calledyby his word (fo that term 
is ufually taken in St. Paul's epiftles;) and whom he called, 
them "he alfo juftified (the word is here taken in its wideft 
fenfe, as including fan@iification alfo ;) and whom he ju/lifi- 
ed, them he alfo glorified. Thence to the end of the chap- 
ter, he ftrongly encourages all thofe, who had the love of 
GOD fhed abroad in their hearts, to have a good hope, 
that no fufferings fhould ever be able to /eparate them from the 
love of GOD which is in Chrift Fe/us. 

XXVI. But as the apoftle was aware, how deeply the 
Jews were offended at the whole tenor of his doftrine, and 
more efpecially at his afferting, 1. That the Jews them- 
{elves could not be faved without believing in Jefus; and 
2. That the heathens by believing in him, might partake 
of the fame falvation: he fpends the whole ninth chapter 
upon them: wherein, 1. He declares the tender love he 
had for them, ver, 1—3. 2. Allows the great national 
privileges they enjoyed above any people under heaven, 
ver. 4, 5- 93- Anfwers their grand objeétion to his doc- 
trine, taken from the juftice of GOD to their fathers, 
ver. 6—13. 4. Removes another objeétion, taken from 
the juftice of GOD, interweaving all along ftrong reproofs 
to the Jews, for priding themfelves on thofe privileges, 
which were owing meerly to the good-pleafure of GOD, 
net to their fathers’ goodnefs, any more than their own, 
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wer. 14--23-  5- Refumes and proves by feripture his for. 
mer affertion, that many Jews would be loft, and many 
heathens faved, ver. 24—29. And, laftly, fums up the 
general drift of this chapter, and indeed of the whole epif- 
tle. What fhall we fay then? What is the conclufion from 
the whole, the fum of all which has been fpoken? Why, 
that many Gentiles already partake of the great falvanon, 
and many. Jews fall thort of it. Wherefore? Becaufe they 
would not receive it by faith. And whofoever believeth 
not, cannot be faved: whereas, whofoever believeth in Chik, 
whether Jew or Gentile, fall not be afhamed, vcr. 30-—33. 

XXVII. Thofe words, hath not the potter power over his” 
own clay? are part of St. Paul's anfwer to that obyettion, 
that it was unjuft for GOD to thew that mercy to the Gen- 
tiles, which he with-held from bis own people. ‘This he 
firft fimply denies, faying, GOD forbid! And then obferves, 
that, according to his own words to Mofes, GOD has a 
right to fix the terms on which he will thew mercy, which 
neither the will nor the power of man can alter, ver. 15, 
16: and to withdraw his mercy from them, who, hke Pha. 
raoh, will not comply with thofe terms, ver. 17. And that 
accordingly, Ae hath mercy on whom he wall hove mercy, 
namely, thofe that truly believe: and whom he will, namely, 
obftmate unbelievers, he fullers to be Aardened. 

XXVIII. But why then, fay the objetiors, doth he find 
fault with thofe that are hardened? For who hath refed Ars 
weil? ver. 19. To this infolent mifconftruélion of what 
he had faid, the apolile firft gives a fevere rebuke, and then 
adds, frall the thing formed fay unto hom that formed ul, why 
haft thou made me thus? Why haft thou made me « ipable 
of falvation, only on thofe terms? None indeed hath reff. 
ed this will of GOD: he that believeth not, fhall be damned. 
But is this any ground for arraigning his jullice ? Hath not 
the great Poller power over hts own clay; to make, of ap- 
point one fort of veffels, namely, believers, to Aonowr, and 
the others anto difhonour? Hath he nota right to diftribute 
eternal honour and difhonour, on whatever terms he pleafes ? 
Efpecially, confidering the goodnefs and patience he thews, 
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even towards.them that believe not: confidering that whea 
they have provoked him to /hew his wrath, and to make the 
power of his vengeance known, yet he endures with much 
long-Juffering, even thofe veffels of wrath, who had before 
fitted themfelves to deffrudion. There: is then no more 
room to reply againft GOD, for making his vengeance 
known on thofe veffels of wrath, than for making known 
his glorious love en the veffels of mercy whom he had be- 
Jore by faith prepared for glory: even us, whom he hatheal- 

led, not of the Jews only, but alfo of the Gentiles. 
XXIX. I have fpoke more largely than I defigned, in 
“order to fhew, that neither our Lord in the above mentivn- 
ed parable, nor St. Paul, in thefe words, had any view to 
GOD’s fovereign power, as the ground of unconditional 
reprobation. And beware that you go no further therein, 
than you are authorized by them. Take care, whenever 
you fpeak of thefe high things, to /peak as the oracles of 
GOD. And if fo, you will never {peak of the fovereignty 
of GOD, but in conjun&ion with his other attributes. 
For the {cripture no where fpeaks of this fingle attribute, 
as feparate from the reft: much lefs does it any where {peak 
of the fovereignty of GOD, as fingly difpofing the eternal 
ftates of men. No, no: in this awful work, GOD pro- 
ceeds according to the known rules of his juflice and mercy, 
XXX. But never affign his fovereignty as the caufe why 
any man is punifhed with everlafling deflrudtion. Now 
then, are you not quite gut of the way? You are not in 
the way which GOD hath revealed. You are puiting eter- 
nal happinefs and mifery, on an unfcriptural, anda very 
dreadful footing. Make the cafe your own. Here are 
you, a finner, convinced that you deferve the damnation 
of hell: forrow, therefore, and fear have filled your heart. 
And how fhall you be comforted? By the promifes of 
GOD; but perhaps you have no part therein; for they be- 
long only tothe ele&t. By the confideration of his love 
and.tender mercy: but what are thefe to you, if you are 
a reprobate? GOD does not love you at all: you, like 
Efau, he hath hated even from eternity. What ground 
then 
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then can you have for the leaft fhadow of hope? Why, 
it is poffible (that is all) that GOD’s fovereign will may be 
on your fide: pofibly, GOD may fave you, becaufe he 
will! O poor encouragement to defpairing finners! I fear 
faith rarely cometh by hearing this! 

XXXi. The fovereignty of GOD is then never to be 
brought to fupercede his juftice. And this is the prefent 
objeftion againft unconditional reprobation (the plain con- 
fequence of unconditional eleétion ;) it flatly contradiéts, 
indéed utterly overthrows, the fcripture-account of the juf- 
tice of GOD. This has been, proved in general already; 
let us now weigh a few particulars. And 1. The fcripture 
defcribes GOD as the judge of the earth. But how fhall 
GOD in juftice judge the world ? (O confider this, as in 
the prefence of GOD, with reverence and godly fear !) 
How fhall GOD in juitice judge the world, if there be 
any decree of reprobation ? On this fuppofition, what fhould 
thofe on the left-hand be condemned for ?, For their having 
done evil? They could not help it. There never was a 
time, when they could have helped it.. GOD, you fay, 
ef old ordained them to this condemnation. And who hath 
vefifted hts will? He fold them, you fay, ¢o work wickedne/s, 
even from their mother’s womb. He gave them up to a 
reprobate mind, or ever they hung upon their mother’s breaft. 
Shall he then condemn them for what they could not help? 
Shall the juft, the Holy One of Ifrael, adjudge millions of 
men to everlafting pain, becaufe their blood moved in their 
veins? Nay, this they might have helped by putting an end 
to their own lives. But could they even thus have efcaped 
from fin ? Not without that grace which you fuppofe GOD 
had abfolutely determined never to give them. And yet you 
fuppofe him to fend them into eternal fire for not efcaping 
from fin! That is, in plain terms, for not having that-grace, 
which GOD had decreed they fhould never have! Ontrang: 
juftice! What a piéture do you draw of the Judge. of all 
the earth? 

XXXII. Are they not rather condemned, for not doing 
good, according to thofe folemn words ‘of the great Judge, 

Depart, 
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Depart, ye curfed—For I was an hungered, and ye gave me 
no meat: I was thirfty, and ye gave meno drink: a _/lranger, 
and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not ; fick 
and in prifon, and ye vifited me not. Then fhall they an- 
fwer—But how much better an anfwer do you put into their 
mouths? Upon your fuppofition, might they not fay (O con- 
fider it well, in meeknefs and fear!) Lord, we might have 
done the outward work: but thou knoweft, it would but 
have increafed our damnation. We might have fed the 
hungry, given drink to the thirfly, and covered the naked 
with a garment. But all thefe works without thy /pecial 
grace, which we never had, nor poffibly could have, ( feeing 
thou halt eternally decreedto with-hold it from us) would on- 
ly have been /plendid fins. They would only have heated 
the furnace of hell feven times hotter than before. Upon 
your fuppofition, might they not fay, “ Righteous art thou, 
“ O Lord, yet let us plead with thee. O why doft thou 
“condemn us for not doing good? Was it poflible for us 
** to do any thing well? Did we ever abufe the power of do- 
‘ ing good? We never received it, and that thou knoweft. 
** Wilt thou, the Holy One, the Juft, condemn us for not doing 
«« what we never had the power to do ? Wilt thou condemn 
“ys for not cafting down the ftars from heaven; for not hold- 
“ ing the winds in our filt? Why, it was as poffible for us to 
«do this, as to do any work acceptable in thy fight! O 
“ Lord, correét us, but with judgment! and before thou 
“ plungeft us into everlafting fire, let us know how it was 

« ever poffible for us to efcape the damnation of hell.” 
XXXII. Or how could they have efcaped (fuppofe you 
affign that, as the caufe of their condemnation) from inward 
fin; from evil defires; from unholy tempers and vile affeéti- 
ons? Were they ever able to deliver their own fouls; to 
refcue themfelves from this inward hel}? If fo, their not 
doing it might juftly be laid to their charge, and would leave 
them without excufe. But it was not fo: they never were 
able to deliver their own fouls: they never had power to 
refcue themfelves from the hands of thefe bofom-enemies. 
This talent was never put into their hands. How then can 
they 
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they be condemned for hiding it in the earth; for non-im- 
provement of what they never had ? Who is able to purify 
a corrupt heart? to bring a clean thing eut of an unclean ? 
Js man, mere man, fullicient for this? No certainly: GOD 
alone. To him only can the polluted of heart fay, Lord 
of thou wilt, thou canft make me dean. But what if he an- 
{wer, “* I will not, becaufe I will not: be thou unclean ftill.” 
Will GOD doom that man to the bottomlefs pit becaufe of 
that uncleannefs, which he could not fave himfelf from, and 
which GOD could have faved him from, but would not ? 
Verily, were an earthly king to execute fuch juftice as this 
upon his helplefs fubjetts, it might well be expeéted that 
the vengeance of the Lord would foon fweep him from the 
face, of the earth. 


[Continued at page 365+] 
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SERMON XIX. 


On 1 CORINTHIANS Xiii. 1, 2, 3. 


Fhough I /peak with the tongues of men and of angels, and 
have not charity, Lam become as founding bra/s, or a tnkling 
cymbal, cs 
And though I have the gift of prophecy, and underfland all 
myfteries, and all knowledge ; and though I have ail faith, 
Je as to remove mountains, and have not charity, I am no- 
thing. — 

And though I beftow all my goods to feed the poor, and give 
my body to be birned, and have not charity, it profiteth me no- 
thing. 


We know, All /criptare is given by in/piration of 
GOD, and is theretore true and right concerning 
all things. But we know likewife, that there are fome 
fcriptures which more immediately commend themfelves to 
every man’s confcience, In this rank we may place the paf- 
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fage before us: there are f{carce any that objeét to it. On 
the contrary, the generality of men very readily appeal to it. 
Nothing is more common than to find even thofe who deny 
the authority ef the holy feriptures, yet affirming, “ This is 
my religion : that which is defcribed in the thirteenth chap- 
ter of the Corinthians.” Nay, even a Jew, Dr. Nunes, a 
Spanish phyfician, then fettled at Savannah, in Georgia, uled 
to fay, with great earneftnefs, “ That Pau/ of Tar/fus was 
one of the fineft writers I have ever read. I with the thir- 
teenth chapter ot his firft letter to the Corinthians, were wroté 
in letters of gold. : And I with every Jew were to carry it 
with him wherever he went.” He judged, (and.herein he 
certainly judged right) that this fingle chapter contained the 
whole of true religion. It contains what/oever things.aré 
jut, whatfoever things are pure, whatfoever things are lovely : 
if there be any virtue, uf there be any praife, itis all contain- 
ed in this. 

In order to fee this in the cleareft light, we may con- 
fider, ; 
Firft, What the charity here fpoken of, is : 

Secondly, What thofe things are, which are ufually put 
in the place of it. We may then, 

Thirdly, Obferve, that neither any of them, nor all of 
them put together, can fupply the want of it. 

I. 1. We are, firft, to confider, What this charity: is? 
what is the nature, and what’are the properties of it ? 

St, Paul’s wordis Ayawn,exattly anfwering to the plain En- 
glifh word, love. And accordingly it is fo rendered in all 
the old tranflations of the Bible. So it flood in William 
Tindal’s Bible, which I fuppofe was the firft Englifh tranfla- 
tion of the whole Bible. So it was alfo in the Bible pub- 
lifhed in London, by the authority of king Henry the eighth ; 
fo it was likewife in all the edittons of the Bible that were 
fucceflively publifhed in England during the reign of king 
Edward the fixth, queen E/zzabeth, and king James the firlt: 
Nay, fo it is found in the Bibles of king Charles the firfl’s 
reign: I believe to the period of it. The firft Bibles I have 


feen wherein the word was changed, were thofe printed by 
Rog: r 
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Roger Damel, and John Field, printers to.the Parliament, in 
the year 1649. Hence it appears, that the alteration was 
made during the reign of the Long-Parliament: then it was that 
the Latin word charity was put in the place of the plain En- 
glifh word love. It was an unhappy hour this alteration was 
made ; the ill effeéts of it remain to this day: and thefe 
may be obferved not only.among the poor and illiterate : 
not only thoufands of common men and women, no more 
underftand the word charity, than they do the original 
Greek; but the fame miferable miftake has diffufed itfelt 
among men of education and learning. Thoufands of thefe 
alfo are mifled thereby, and imagine that the charity treated 
of in this chapter refers chiefly, if not wholly, to outward 
aétions, and \neans little more than almfgiving. I have heard 
many fermonas preached upon this chapter: particularly be- 
fore the univerfity of Oxford. And I never heard more than 
one, wherein the meaning of it was not totally mifrepre- 
fented, But had the old and proper word, /ove, been retain- 
ed, there would have been no room for mifreprefentation. 

2. But what kind of love is that whereof the apoftie is 
{peaking throughout the chapter? Many perfons of emi- 
nent learning and piety apprehend that it is the love of GOD. 
But from reading the whole chapter numbertefs times, and 
confideriug it in every light, I am thoroughly perfuaded that 
what St. Paul is here direéily fpeaking of, is the love of our 
neighbour. I belieye whoever carefully weighs the whole 
tenor of his difcourfe, will be fully conyimced of this. But 
it‘muft be allowed to be fuch a love of our neighbour, as 
can only fpring from the love of GOD. And whence does 
this love of GOD flow ? Only from that faith which is of 
the operation of GOD : which whoever has, has a direét evi- 
dence, that GOD was in Chrift, reconciling the world unto 
himfelf. When this is particularly applied to his heart, fo 
that he can fay, with humble boldnefs, The life which I now 
five, I live by the faith of the Son of GOD, who loved me, and 
gave himfelf for me: then, and not till then, the love of GOD 
is fhed abroad in his heart. And this love {weetly conftrains 
him to love every child of man with the love which is here 

{poken 
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{fpoken of: not with a love of efteem or of complaifance ; 
for this can have no place, with regard to thole, who are, (if 
not his perfonal enemies, yet) enemies to GOD and their 
own fouls ; but with a love of benevolence, of tender good- 
will to all the fouls that GOD has made. 

3. But it may be afked, “ If there be no true love of 
our neighbours, but that which f{prings from the love of 
GOD,;; and if the love of GOD flows from no other foun- 
tain than faith in the fon of GOD: does it not follow that 
the whole heathen world is excluded from all poffibility of 
falvation? Secing they are cut off from faith: for faith 
cometh by hearing. And how fhall they hear without a 
preacher?” I anfwer, St. Paul’s words, fpoken on another 
occafion, are applicable to this, What the law fpeaketh, it 
Jpeaketh to them that are under the law. Accordingly that 
fentence, He that believeth not, fhall be damned, is {poken 
of them to whom the gofpel is preached. Others i does 
fot concern, “ and we are not required to determine any 
thing touching their final. fate. How it will pleafe GOD, 
the judge of all, to deal with éhem, we may leave to GOD 
himfelf. Only this we know, that he is not the GOD of 
the Chriflians only, but the GOD of the heathens alfo: 
that he is rich am mercy to all that call upon him, according 
to the hght they have: and that in every nation, he that fear- 
eth GOD and worketh righteoufne/s 1s accepted of him. 

4. Buttoreturn. This is the na/ure of that /ove, where- 
of the apoltle is here fpeaking. But what are the proper- 
ties of it, the fruits which are infeparable from it? The 
apoftle reckons up many of thefe; but the principal of 
them are thefe. 

Firft, Love is not puffed up. As is the meafure of love, 
fo is the meafure of humility. Nothing humbles the foul 
fu deeply as love; it cafts out all “ high conceits, engen 
dering pride,” all arrogance and over-weaning, makes us 
little, and poor, and bafe, and vile in our own eves. ht 
abafes us both before GOD and man; makes vs willing to 
be the feaft of a!l, 2nd the fervants of all, and teaches 


to 
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to fay, “ a mote in the fan-beam is little, but I am infinite- 
ly lefs in the prefence of GOD.” 

5. Secondly, Love ts not provoked. Our prefent Engii/h 
tranflation renders it, 15 mot cafily provoked. But how did the 
word eafily come in? There is not a tittle of it in the text: 
the words of the apofile are fimply thefle, ev wageiverras. Is 
it not probable, it was inferted by the tranflators with a de- 
fign to excufe St. Paul, for fear his praétice fhould appear 
to contradift his doftrine? For we read Ao’s xv. ver. 96, 
and feq. And fom- days after, Paul fad unto Barnabas, 
let us go again and ifit our brethren im every caty, where 
we have preached the word of the Lord, and fee how they do. 
And Barnabas determined to take with them John, whofe fr- 
name was Maré. Paul thought not good, to take him 
with them who dep he work. And the coniention 
was fo fharp between tie” ' they departed afunder one 
Jrom the other: and jo barnaias took Mark, and failed for 
Cyprus: and Paul chofe Silas, avd < partea; ceing recom 
mended by the brethren unto the grace of GOD. And he went 
through Syria and Cilucza, confitaurg the churches, 

6. Would not any one think, on reading thele words, 
that they were both equally tharp? That Pau/ was jufl as 
hot as Barnabas, and as much wanting in Jove as be? But 
the text fays no foch thing, as will be plain, if we conb- 
der firft the occahion. When St. Paw/ propoled, that they 
fhould again wift the brethren tm every city, where they had 
preached the word, fo far they wer@agreed. And Barnabas 
cetermincd to tlt uith him fohn, becaule he was his filter's 
fon, without receiving or afking St. Paul's advice. But 
Paul thought net good to take him wath them who had drpart 
ed from them from Pamphyha (either through floth or cow 
ardice) and went not asth them to the work. And undoubt.- 
edly he thought right: he had reafon on his fide. The fol 
lowing words are ‘Pf yivere we wageburmie; literally, And there 
mas @ fit of anger. 1 does not fay, in St. Pax/, probably 
nu wasin Barnabas alone, who thus fupplied the want of 
reafon with pafhion: /o they departed afander. Ali Barna- 
das cefolved to have his own way, did as bis nephew had 
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done before, departed ‘from the work, took Mark with him, 
and failed to Cyprus. But Paul went on in his work, de- 
ing recommended by the brethren, to the grace of GOD; 
(which Barnabas feems not to have ftaid for,) and he went 
through Syria and Cilicia, confirming the churches. Yiom 
the whole accoynt, it does not appear that St, Pau/ was in 
any fault: that he either felt any temper, or fpoke any 
word, contrary to the law of love. Therefore not being 
in any fault, he does not need any excufe, 

7- Certainly he who is full of love is gentle towards all 

men. He in meckne/s inflrudls thofe that oppofe themfelves, 

7 that oppofe what he loves the mofl, even the truth of GOD, 
> or that holinefs, without which no man fhall fee the Lord; 
@ not knowing but GOD peradventure may bring them to the 
knowledge of the tfuth. However provoked, he docs not 


















































thofe that curje him, and does good to them that de/pitefully 
ujfe him and perfecute him. He is not overcome of evil, but 
always overcomes evil wtth good. 

8. Thirdly,. Love ts long-/uffering. \t endures not a few 
affronts, reproaches, injuries: but ad/ things which GOD 
is pleafed to permit either men or devil to infli€t. It arms 
the foul with inyjelable patience: not harfh, floical patience, 
but yielding as air, which making no rtefiftance to the 
firoke, receives no harm thereby. ‘The lover of mankind 
remembers him who fu for us, deaving us an example 
that. we might tread inghis fleps. Accordingly, if his ene- 
my hunger, he feeds him; if he thirft, s him drink; 
and by fo doing, he heaps coals of fire, of melting love, 
























































wee can evelm the floods of ingratitude drown tt. 
Il. 1. We are, fecondly, to enquire, what thofe things 
are, whi Sch it is commonly fuppofed will fupply the place 




















ta king | well, particularly on religious fubjeé&ts. Men are 
clined to think well of one that talks well. If 
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whe ipeake properly and fluently of GOD, and the things 
of GOD. who candoubt of bis being in GOD’s favour? 
: And 











return evil fer evil, or rating for railing. Yea, he bleffes 
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upon his head. nd many waters cannet quench this dove: 


of love. And the firft of thefe is eloquence: a faculty of 
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And it is very natural for him, to think well of himfelf, 
to have as favourable an opinion of himfelfas others have. 

_g. Bat men of refle€tion are ot fatisfied with this: they 
are not content with a flood of words. They prefer think- 

ing before talking, and judge, one that knows much is far 
preferable to one that talks much. And & is certain, know- 
ledge is an excellent gift of GOD; particularly knowledge 
of the holy feriptures, in which are contained. all the depths 
of divine knowledge and wifdom. Hence it is generally 
thought that a man of much knowledge, knowledge of {crip- 
ture in particular, muft not only be in the favour of GOD, 
but likewile enjoy a high degree of ity 

3. But men of deeper reflection af@ apt to fay, “ I lay 
no ftrefs upon any other knowledge, but the knowledge of 
GOD by faith, Faith is the only knowl€dge, which in the 
fight of GOD is of great price. We are faved by faith ; 
by faith alone: this is the One thing needful. He that be- 
lieveth, and he alone, fhall be faved everlaftingly.” There 
is much truth in this: it is unqueftionably true, that we 
are Javed by fasth: confequently, that he that believeth shalt 
be faved, and he that believeth not, fhall be damned. 

4- But fome menWill: fay, with the apoftle aes, Shew, 
me thy faith without thy works, (if thou ; but indeed 
it is impoflible,) and J will flew thee my fat by my works. 
And many are hereby induced to think, that good works, 
works of -picty and mercy, are @f far more confequence 
than faith itfelf, and will fupply theewant of every other 
qualification fotlligaven. Indeed this feems to be the ge 
neral fentiment, not only of the members of the churth of 
Rome, but of proteftants alfo; not of the giddy and thou, ht- 
lefs, but the ferious members of the church Gf E.:edand. 

5- And this cannot be denied, our Lord himfelf hath faid, 
Ye fhall know them by thetr fryits ; byaheir works ye know 
them that believe, and them that believe not. But yet it 
may be doubted, whether there is not a-furer proof of the 


fincerity of our faith, than even our works: a eg 


willingly fuffering for righteoufnefs’ fake : efpeciafh “4 
ter fulfering reproach, and pain, and lofs of fri a 
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fubftance, a man gives up life itfelf, yea, by a fhameful and 
painful death, by giving his body to be burned, rather than 
he would give up faith and a good confcience, by negleéting 
his known duty. 

6. It is proper.to obferve here, fir, What a beautiful 
gradation there is, each rifing above the other, in the enu- 
meration of thofe feveral things, which fome or other of 
thofe that are called chriftians, and are ufually accounted fo, 
really believe, will fupply the abfence of love. St. Paul 
begins at the loweft point ; éalking well, and advances ftep 
by flep, every one rifing higher than the preceding, till he 
comes to the higheft of all. A ftep above eloquence is 
knowledge : faith is a flep above this. Good-works are a 
ftep above that faith. And even above this, is fuffering for 
righteoufnefs’ fake. Nothing is higher than this, but chrifti- 
an love: the love of our neighbour flowing from the love 
of GOD. 

7- It may be proper to obferve, fecondly, That whatever 
paffes for religion in any: part of the chriftian world, (whe- , 
ther it be a part of religion, or no part at all, but either 
folly, fuperftition, or wickednefs,) may with very litile dif- 
ficulty be reduced to one or other of thefe heads. Every 
thing which is @appofed to be religion; either by Proteftants 
or Romanifts, and is net, is contained under one or other of 
thefe five particulars. Make trial, as often as you pleafe, 
with any thing that is called religion, but improperly fo 
called, and you will fimid the rule to hold without any ex- 
ception. ; ha 

III. 1. I am now in the third place to derronftrate, to all 
who have ears to hear, who do not harden themfelves againft 
conviétion, that neither any one of thefe five qualifications, 
nor all of them together, will avail any thing before GOD, 
without the love above defcribed. 

In order to do this in the cleareft manner, we may con- 
fider them one by one. And firft, Though I /peak with the 
tongues af men and of angels ; with an eloquence fuch as ne- 
ver was found in man, concerning the nature, attributes and 
worksof GOD, whether of creation or providence : though 

I were 
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I were not herein a whit. behind the chief of the apoftles, 
preaching like St. Peter, and praying like St. John: yet 
unlefs humble, gentle, patient love be the ruling temper of 
my foul, I am no better in the judgment of GOD, than 
founding brafs, or @ rumbling cymbal. The higheft elo- 
quence therefore either in private converfation, or in pub- 
lic miniftrations ; the brighteft talents either for preaching 
or prayer, if they were not joined with humble, meek, and 
patient refignation, might fipk me the deeper into hell, but 
will not bring me one flep nearer heaven. ’ 

2. A plain inftance may illuftrate this. I knew a young 
man between fifty and fixty years ago, who, during the 
courfe of feveral years, never endeavoured to convince any 
one of a religious truth, but he was convinced : and he ne- 
ver endeavoured to perfuade any one to engage in a religious 
practice, but he was perfuaded ; what then? All that pow- 
er of convincing fpeech, all that force.of perfuafion, if it 
was not joined with meeknefs and lowlinefs, with refigna- 
tion and patient Jove, would no more qualify him for the 
fruition of GOD, than a clear voice, ora fine complexion, 
Nay, it would rather procure him a hotter place in ever- 
laling burnings. 

3. Secondly, though I had the sift of prophecy, of fore- 
telling thofe future events which no creature can forefee ; 
and though I underftand all the myftcries of nature, of Pro- 
vidence, and of the word of GOD; and all knowledge of 
things divine or human, that any mortal ever attained to: 
though I could explain the moft myfterious paflages of 
Daniel, of Ezekiel, and the Revelation : yetif I have not hu- 
mility, gentlenefs and refignation, I am nothing in the fight 
of GOD. 

A little before the conclufion of sie late war in Flanders, 
one who came from thence, gave us a very ftrange relation. 
I knew not what judgment to form of this ;_ but waited till 
John Haim fhould come-over, of whofe-veracity I could no 
more doubt, than of his underflanding. The account he 
gave was this. “ Jonatian Pyrah was a member of our fo- 
ciety in Flanders. _ 1 knew him fome years, and knew him 
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to be a man of anunblameable charafter. One day he was 
fummoned to appear before the board of general officers. 
One of them faid, What is this which we bear of you? We 
hear you are turned prophet, and that you foretel the down- 
fal of the bloody houfe of Bourbon, aind the haughty houfe 
of Auftria. We fhould be glad, if you were a real prophet, 
and if your prophecies came true. But what fign do you give, 
to convince us that you are fo? and that your predictions 
will come to pafs ? He readily anfwered, ‘“* Gentlemen, I 
give you a fign. To-morrow at twelve o'clock, you fhall 
have fuch a ftorm of thunder aid lightning, as you never 
had before fince yot came into Flanders. 1 give-you a fe- 
cond fign : as little as'any of you expeét any fuch thing, as 
little appearance of it as there is now, you fhall have a gene- 
ral engagement with the French within three days. I give 
you a third fign: I fhall be ordered toadvance in the firfl line. 
If I am a falfe prophet, I fhall be fhot dead, at the very firft 
difcharge. But if I ama true prophet, I fhall only receive 
a mufket-ball in the calf of my left leg.” Attwelve the next 
day there was fuch thunder and lightning as they never had 
before in Flanders. On the third day, contrary to all ex- 
peétation, was the general battle of Fontenoy. He was or- 
dered to advance in the firft line. ~ And at the very firft dif- 
charge, he did receive a mufket-ball in the calf of his left 
leg. , 
A And yet all this profited hit nothing, either for tem- 
poral or eternal happinefs. When the war was over, he 
returned to England ; but the flory was got before him: in 
confequence of which he was fent for by the countefs of S:—-s, 
and feveral other perfons of quality, who were defirous to re- 
ceive fo furprifing an account from his own mouth. He 
could not bear fuch honour. Itequite turned his brain. In 
a little time he ran ftark mad: and fo he continues to this 
day, living fill, as I apprehend, on Web/ey-Moorfide within 
a few miles of Leeds. 

5- And what would it profit a man to have all knowledge, 
even that. which is infinitely preferable to all other, the know- 
ledge of the holy fcripture? 1 knew a young man, about 
twenty 
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twenty years ago, who was fo thoroughly acquainted with 
the Bible, that if he was queftioned concerning any Hebrew 
word in the Old, or any Greek word in the New Teflament, 
he would tell, after a little paufe, not only how often the 
one or the other occurred in the Bible, but alfo what it 
meant in every place. His name was * Thomas Wajfh. Such 
a matter of biblic knowledge 1 never faw before, and never 
expeét to fee again. Yet if with all his knowledge he had 
been void of love, if he had been proud, : paffionate or ime 
patient, he and all his knowledge would have perifhed toge- 
ther, as fure as ever he was born, 

6, And though I have all faith, fo that I could remove 
mountains—The faith which is able to do this, cannot be 
the fruit of vain imagination, a mere madman’s dream, a 
fyftem of opinions; but muft be a real work of GOD. 
Oiherwife it could not have fuch an effe&. Yet if this 
faith does not work by love, if it does not produce univer- 
fal holinefs; if it does not bring forth lowlinefs, meeknefs 
» and refignation, it will profit me nothing. ‘Fhis is as cer- 
tain a truth as any that is delivered in the whole oracles of 
GOD. All faith that is, that ever was, or ever can be, 
feparate from tender benevolence to every child of man, 
friend or foe, Chriftian, Jew, Heretic or Pagan ; feparate 
from gentlenefs to all men ; feparate from refignation in all 
events, and contentednefs in all conditions: is not the faith 
of a Chriftian, and will ftand us in no ftead before the face 
of GOD. 

7. Hear ye this, All you that are called Methodifts. 
You of all men living are moft concerned herein. You 
conftantly {peak of falvation by faith: and you are in the 
right for fo doing, You maintain, one and all, that a man 
is juftified by faith, without the works of the law. And 
you cannot do otherwife, without giving up the Bible, and 
betraying your own fouls. You infift upon it, that we are 
faved by faith; and undoubtedly fo. we are. But confider 
mean time, that let us have ever fo much faith, and’ be our 
faith ever fo ftrong, it will never fave us from hell, unlefs 


® His journal, written by himfelf, is extant, ; 
it 
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it now fave us from all unholy tempers; from pride, paffion, 
impatience ; from all arrogance of fpirit, all haughtinefs 
and overbearing: from wrath, anger, bitternefs: from dif- 
content, murmuring, fretfulnefs, peevifhnefs. We are of 
all men moft inexcufable, if having been fo frequently 
guarded againft that ftrong delufion, we ftill, while we in. 
dulge any of thefe tempers, blefs ourfelves, and dream we 
are in the way to heaven! 

8. Fourthly, Although I give all my goods to feed the poor, 
though I divide all my real, and all my perfonal eftate into 
{mall portions, (fo the original word properly fignifies,) and 
diligently beftow it on thofe who, I have reafon to believe, 
are the moft proper objets : yet if I am proud, paffionate, 
or. difcontented; if I give way to any of thefe tempers; 
whatever.good I may do to others, I do none to my own 
foul. O how pitiable a cafe is this! Who would not grieve, 
that thefe beneficent men fhould lofe all their labour! It is 
true, many of them have a reward in this world, if not be- 
fore, yet after their death. They have coftly and pompous 
funerals. They have marble monuments of the moft ex- 
quifite workmanfhip. They have epitaphs, wrote in the moft 
elegant flrain, which extol their virtues to the fkies. Per- 
haps they have yearly orations {poken over them, to tranfmit 
their memory to all generations. So have many founders of 
religious houfes, of colleges, alms-houfes, and moft charit- 
able inftitutions. And it is an allowed rule, that none caa 
exceed in the praife of the founder of his houfe, college or 
hofpital, But ftill what a poor reward is this! will it add 
to their comfort or to their mifery, fuppofe (which muft be 
the cafe, if they did not die in faith) that they are in the 
hands of the devil and his angels! What infults, what cut- 
ting reproaches would thefe things occafion, inst their in- 
fernal companions! O that they were wife! that all thofe 
who are zealous of good works, would put them “in their 
proper place! would not imagine, they can fupply the want 
of holy tempers; but take care, that they may {pring from 
them ! 


9. How 
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. How exceeding flrange muft this found in the ears of 
“molt of thofe who are, by the courtefy of their country, 
called chriftians! But ftranger ftill is that affertion of the 
apoftle, which comes in the laft place: Although I give my 
body to be burned, and have not love, it profiteth me nothing. 
Although, rather than deny the faith, rather than commit 
a known fin, or omit a known duty, I voluntarily fubmit 
to a cruel death, deltver up my body to be burned: yet, if 
Iam under the power of pride, or anger, or fretfulnefs, 
it profiteth me nothing. | 

10, Perhaps this may be illuftrated by an example. We 
have a remarkable account in the tra€ts of Dr. Geddes (a 
civilian) who was Envoy from queen Ann to the couit of 
Portugal, in the latter end of her reign. He was prefent at 
one of thofe auto de fes. (aéts of faith,) wherein the Ro- 
man inquifitors burn heretics alive. One of the perfons 
who was then brought out for execution, having been con- 
fined in the dungeons of the inquifition, ha! not feen the 
fun for many years. It proved a bright, fun-fhiny day. 
Looking up, he cried out in furprife, “ O how can any 
one who fees that glorious luminary, worlhip any but the 
GOD that made it!” A friar flanding by, ordered them to 
run an iron gag through his lips, that he might fpezk no 
more. Now what did that poor man feel within, when 
this order was executed? If he faid in his heart, though 
he could not utter it with his lips, Father, forgiv: them; for 
they know not what they do, undoubtedly the angels of GOD 
were ready to carry his foul into Abraham’s bofom. But 
if inftead of this, he cherifhed the refentment in his heart, 
which he could not exprefs with his tongue, although his 
body was confumed by the flames, I will not fay his foul 
went to paradife. 

11. The fum of all that has been obferved, is this: 
Whatever I f{peak, whatever I know, whatever I believe, 
whatever I do, whatever I fuffer: if I have not the faith 
that worketh by love, that produces love to GOD and ail 
mankind, I am not in the narrow way which leadeth to 
life; but in the broad road that leadeth to deflru@ion. In 

other 
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other words: whatever eloquence I have, whatever natural 
or fupernatural knowledge; whatever faith I have received 
from GOD: whatever works I do, whether of piety or 
mercy; whatever fufferings I undergo for confcience’ fake, 
even though I refift unto blood: all thefe things put toge- 
ther, however applauded of men, will avail nothing before 
GOD, unlefs 1 am meek and lowly in heart, and can fay 
in all things, Not as I will, but as thou wilt. 

12. We conclude from the whole, (and it can mever be 
too much inculcated, becaufe all the world votes on the 
other fide,) That true religion, in the very effence of it, is 
nothing fhort of holy tempers. Confequently all other re- 
ligion, whatever name it bears, whether Pagan,- Makome- 
tan, Jewifh or Chrifian: whether Popith or Proteftant, 
Lutheran or Reformed; without thefe, is lighter than va- 
nity itfelf: 

13. Let every man therefore that has a foul to be faved, 
fee that he fecure this one point. With all his eloquence, 
his knowledge, his faith, works and fufferings, let him hold 
fat this one thing needful. He that through the power of 
faith, endureth to the end in humble, gentle, patient love; 
he and he alone fhall, through the merits of Chrift, inherié. 
tie kingdom prepared from the foundation of the world. 


London, Oftober 15, 1784. 
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An EXTRACT 


Of the Rev’. Mr. JOHN WESLEY’s Jovanas, 


From Auguft 12th, 1738, to November sft, 1739. 
[Continued from page 286.) 


HURSDAY 25. While I was preaching at Newgate 

on thefe words, LHe that believeth hath eerlafting lifex 

1 was infenfibly led, without any previous defign, to declare 
ftrongly 
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Nrongly and explicitly, that GO lleth all men to be thus 
faved; and to pray that “ if thi§@ere not the truth of 
* GOD, he would not fuffer the blind to go out “of the 
“ way; but if it were, he would bear witnefs to his word.” 
Immediately one, and another, and another funk to the 
earth: they dropped on every fide as thunderftruck. One 
of them cried aloud. We befought GOD in her behalf, 
and he turned her heavinefs into joy. <A fecond being in 
the fame agony, we called upon GOD for her alfo; and 
he {poke peace unto her foyl.- In the evening, I was again 
preft in fpirit to declare, that Chrift gave himfe/f a ranfom 
for all. And almoft before we called upon him, to fet to 
his feal, he anfwered: one was fo wounded by the fword 
of the fpirit, that you would have imagined fle could not 
live a moment. But immediately his abundant kindnefs 
was fhewed, and fhe loudly fang of his righteoufnefs. 

Friday 26. All Newgate rang with the cries of thofe 
. whom the word of GOD cut to the heart. Two of whom 
were in a moment filled with joy, to the aftonifhment of 
thofe that beheld them. 

Sunday 28. I declared the free grace of GOD to about 
4000 people, from thofe words, He that /pared not his own 
Son, but delivered him ap for us all, how fhall he not with 
him alfo freely give us all things? At that hour it was, 
that one who had long continued in fin, from a defpair of 
finding mercy, received a full, clear fenfe of his pardoning 
love, and power to fin no more. I then went to Clifton 
(a mile from Bri/to/) at the minifter’s defire, who was dan- 
geroufly ill, and thence returned to a little plain, near 
Hannam-mount, where about 3000 were prefent. After 
dinner I went to Clifton again. The church was quite full 
at the prayers and fermon, as was the church-yard at the 
burial that followed. From Clifton we went to Ro/e-green, 
where were (by computation) near 7000, and thence to 
Gloucefter-lane fociety. After which was our firft love-feaft 
in Baldwin-flreet. O how has GOD renewed my firength! 
Who ufled ten years ago to be fo faint and weary, with 
preaching ¢wice in one day! 








Monday 29. 
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Monday 29. We underftood that many were offended at 
the cries of thofe on whom the power of GOD came: 
among whom was a phyfician, who was much afraid, there ° 
might be fraud or impofture in the cafe. To-day one whom 
he had known many years, was the firft (while I was preach. 
ing in Newgate) who broke out into frrong cries and tears. 
He could hardly believe his own eyes and ears. He went 
and flood clofe to her, and obferved every fymptom, till 
great drops of fweat ran down her face, and all her bones 
fhook. He then knew not what to think, being clearly 
convinced, it was not fraud, nor yet any natural diforder. 
But when both her foul and body were healed in a mo- 
ment, he acknowledged the finger of GOD. 

Tur/day, May 1. Many were offended again, and indeed, 
much more than before. For at Baldwin freet my voice 
could fcarce be heard, amidft the groanings of fome, and 
the cries of others, calling aloud to him that is mighty to 

fave. 1 defired all that were fincere of heart, to befeech 
with me the Prince exalted for us, that he would proclaim 
deliverance to the captives. And he foon fhewed that he 
heard our voice. Many of thofe who had been long in 
darkrefs, faw the dawn of a great light: and ten perfons 
(1 afterwards found) then began to fay in faith, My Lord 
and my GOD! 

A Quaker, who ftood by, was not a little difpleafed at the 
diffimulation of thefe creatures, and was biting his lips and 
knitting his brows, when he dropped down as -thunder- 
ftruck. The agony he was in, was even terrible to be- 
hold. We befought GOD, not to lay folly to his charge. 
And he foon lifted up his head and cried aloud, “ Now 
I know, thou art a prophet of the Lord.” 

Wednefday 2. At Newgate, another mourner was com- 
forted. I was defired to ftep thence to a neighbouring 
houfe to fee a letter wrote againft me, as a deceiver of 
the people, by teaching that GOD willeth all men to be fa- 
ved. One who long had aflerted the contrary was there, 
when a young woman came in (who could fay before, “ 1 
know that my Redgemer liveth”) all in tears and in deep 
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anguith of fpirit. She faid, “ the had been reafoning with 
herfelf, how thefe things could be, till the was perplexed 
more and more, and fhe now found the Spirit of GOD was 
departed from her.” We began to pray, and fhe cried 
out, “ he is come! he is come! I again rejoice in GOD 
my Saviour.” Juft as we rofe from giving thanks, another 
perfon reeled four or five fleps, and then dropped down. 
We prayed with her, and left her ftwengly convinced of fin, 
and earneftly groaning for deliverance. 
I did not mention one J7—n H—n, a weaver, who was 
at Baldwin-freet the night before. He was (I underftood) 
aman of a regular life and converfation, one that conftant- 
ly attended the public prayers and facrament, and.was zeal- 
ous for the church, and againit diffenters of every denomina- 
tion. Being informed that people fell tnto flrange fits at the 
focteties, he came to fee and judge for himfelf. But hqwas 
Jefs fatisfied than before ; infomuch that he went about to-his 
acquaintance one after another, till one in the morning, and 
Jaboured above meafure to convince them “ it was a delufion 
of the devil.” We were going home, when one met us im 
the ftreet and informed us, “ 7—n H—was fallen raving 
mad.” It feems he had fet down to dinner, but hada mind 
firft to end a fermon he had borrowed on “ Salvation by 
faith.” In reading the laft page, he changed colour, fell off 
his chair, and began {creaming terribly and beating himfelf 
againft the ground. The neighbours were alarmed ard flock- 
ed together to the houfe. Between one and two I came in, 
and found him on the floor, the room being full of people, 
whom his wife would have kept without ; but he cried aloud, 
No ; let them all come, let all the world fee the juft judg- 
mentof GOD.” Two or three men were holding him as 
well as they could. He immediately fixed his eyes upon me, 
and ftretching out his hand, cried, “ Ay, this is he, who I 
‘“faid was a deceiver of the people. But GOD has overtaken 
“me. I faid it was all a delufion. But this is no delufion.” 
Tle then roared out, “ O thon devil! thou curfed devil! Yea, 
thou legion of devils! thou canft not ftay. Chrift will caft 
thee out. 1 know his work is begun, Tear me to pieces, 
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thou wilt: but thou canft not hurt me.” He then beat him. 
felf againft the ground again ;_ his breaft heaving at the fame 
time, as in the pangs of death, and great drops of {weat 
trickling down his face. We all betook ourfelves to prayer, 
His pangs ceafed, and both his body and foul were fet at li- 
berty. | 

Thence I went to Bapti/i- Mills, and declared him whom 
GOD hath exalted tobe a Prince and a Saviour, to give re- 
pentance unto Urael and remiffion of fins. Returning to J7—n 
H—, we found his voice was loft, and his body weak as that 
ofan infant. But his foul was in peace, full of love, and 
rejorceng in hope of the glory of GOD. 

The women of our fociety met at feven. During our 
prayer, one of them fell into a violent agony ; but foon after 
began to cry out with confidence, My Lord, and my GOD! 
Sat. 5. I preached at the defire of an unknown correfpondent, _ 
on thofe excellent words, (if well underftood, as recommend- 
ing faith, refignation, patience, meeknefs) Be /fir//, and know 
that I am GOD. 

Sunday 6. I preached in the morning, to 5 or 6000 peo 
ple, on, Except ye be converted and become as little children, 
ye cannot enter into the kingdom of Heaven. (The fame 
words on which I preached the next day, and on Wed. at 
Baptift-Mulls.) On Hannam-Mount I preached to about three 
thoufand, on, The fcripture hath concluded all under fin: At 
two at Clifton church, on Chrift our wi/dom, righteou/nc/s, 
fanéiification, and redemption ; and about five, at Rofe-Green 
on the Promfe by faith of Fefus Chrift which 1s given to them 
that believe. 

Monday 7. I was preparing to fet out for Pensford, hav- 
ing now had leave to preach in the church, when I received 
the following note: 

Sir, Our mimfter, having been informed you are befde 
yourself, does not care you fhould preach in any of his church- 
es—I went however, and on Prief-Down, about half a 
mile from P-nsford, preached Chrift our wi/dom, -righteou/- 
nefs, fanthfication and redemption. . 

Tuefday 8. 1 went to Bath, but was not fuflere®to be in 
the meadow where I was before ; which occafioned the offer 
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of a much more convenient place; where I preached Chrift 
to about 1000 fouls. 

Wednefday 9. We took poffeffion of a piece of ground, 
near St. James's church-yard, in the Horfe-Fair, where it 
was defigned to build a room, large enough to contain both 
the focieties of Nicholas and Baldwin-/rreet, and {ach of their 
acquaintance as might defire to be prefent with them, at fuch 
times as the {cripture was expounded... And on Sat. 12, the 
firft ftone was laid, with the voice of praife and thankfyiving. 

I had not at firft the leaft apprehenfion or defign, of be- 
ing perfonally engaged, either in the expence of this work, 
or in the direétion of it: having appointed eleven feoffees, 
on whom I fyppofed thefe burthens would fall of courfe. 
But I quickly found my miftake ; firft with regard to the 
expence: far the whole undertaking muft have flood ftill, 
had not I immediately taken upon myfelf the payment of all 
the workmen; fo that before I knew where I was, I had 
contratted a debt of more than an hundred and fifty pounds. 
And this I was to difcharge how I could; the fubfcriptions 
of both focieties not amounting to one quarter of the fum. 
And as to the direftion of the work, 1 prefently received 
letters from my friends in London, Mr. Whitefield in parti- 
cular, backed with a meflage by one juft come from thence, 
that neither he nor they would have any thing to do with 
the building, neither contribute any thing towards it, unlefs 
I would initantly difcharge all feoffees, and do every thing 
in my own name, Many reafons they gave for this; but 
gne was enough, viz. “ That fuch feoffees always would have 
‘it in their power to controul me, and if I preached not 
“Cas they liked, to turn me out of the room I had built.” 
I. accordingly yielded ta their advice, and calling all the feoffees 
together, cancelled (no man oppofing) the inftrument made 
hetore, and took the whale management into my own hands, 
Money, it is true, I had not, nor any human profpe& or 
probability of procuring it. But I knew the earth is the 
Lord's and the fulne/s thereof, and in his name fet out, no- 
thing doubting. 

| - [Continued at page 390.] 
































































































































( g40 } 


THE LIFE AND BEATH oF 
THe Reverend JOHN FLETCHER. 


(Continued from page 296.} 


66 "WO give you a clear view of this, I need only tran- 


feribe part of a letter, which fhe wrote to me, 
May 23, 1757. 
** My deareft friend, 

The Lord has been indeed merciful, above all we can 
afk or think. I found a greater bleffing the laf time I was 
wih you than ever. 1am more enabled to prayer, and 
to an carvelt {ceking after holinefs. But what moft ftirs 
me up is, I feem to hear the Lord calling upon me, “ De- 
part ye, depart ye: go ye out thence: touch not the unclean 
thing: be ye clean, that Lear the veffels of the Lord.” For 
fome time thefe words have been much in my mind, with 
both pleafure and profit.- But within this day or two, the 
Lord has more clearly fhewn me the way wherein I ought 
to walk. He feems to call me out to more a€tivenefs; 
fo that I am ready to cry out, * what wouldft thou have me 
to do?’ Then I confider, can I do any more for the fouls 
or bodies of the poor about me? But this does not feem 
to be the thing. What I] am now led to with for is, by the 
grace of GOD, to be wholly given up to the church. 1 
plainly fee, I have no more to do with the world, than to 
allow myfelf the neceffaries of life. And though it has 
pieafed GOD that I have no need to work for my living, 
vet furely that is no reafon my hand fhould be idle. I 
would be like thofe deferibed, 2 Tim. v. 10. To bring up 
children, to lodge Arangers, 10 be ready to do the meaneft 
offices for the faim: 6 relieve the affidled; to vifit the fa- 
therl-/s and. urdow, and diligently to follow every good work. 
O pray for me that the Lord may fhorten his work in me, 
ant quickly make an end of fin! O that he would fay to 
my foul, thou ari all fair, my love! There is no fpot in thee: 
O when 
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© when thal! I be wholly given up, both body and foul, 
to him whe gave himfelf for me” . 

“| admired the fpirit of this letter; but little expefied 
to fee thefe good defires brought fo fully mto prattice, as 
they were in a few years after. _ And this may fuffice as a 
elear proof, that GOD fulfils the defires of therm that fear 
him; yea, and fhews them the path, wherem he would 
have them to walk, That her light given before was not 
delufive, is plaia; as it is well known, how many years the 
has browg ht up children, lodged frrangers, relueved the af- 
lifted, and deirgently followed every good work 

“ With regard to the dear faint, that is naw [wallowed 
up in his beloved employment, praife and adoration, it is 
eight or mine and twenty years, fince I was fir favoured 
with his heavenly converfation in company with Mr. Wath 
and a few other friends, mof of whom are now tn the 
world of fpirits. At thefe feafons, how frequeniy dul we 
feel, 

“ The o’erwhelming power of faving grace!" 

How frequently were we filenced thereby, while tears of 
love our eyes o'erflowed! It fweetly affetis my foul, while 
I recollett the humility, fervor of {pirit and flrength of 
faith, with which dear Mr. Fletcher fo often poured out 
his foul before the Great Three One, at whofe feet we have 
lain in holy thame and divine filence, tll it feemed earth 
was turned to heaven! With what delight does my foul 
recall thofe precious moments! Yet a little while, and we 
fhall all magnify his name together. 

“* This heaven!y-minded fervant of the Lord refembled 
him likewife in hisdove to precigmg fouls. 1 heard him 
preach his firfl fermon at Weft-flreet ehapet. FT think his 
text was, Repent, for the kingdogy aven 1 at hand. 
Nis {pirit appeared in his whole an@ aftion, though 
he could not weil find words in the Engiijh language to 
exprefs himfelf: but he fupplied that defett, by offering up 
prayers, tears, and fighs abundantly. Nearly about this 
time he faw Mifs Bofanguct, and began his acquaintance 
with her. But although they had a particular efleem for 
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each other, yet they had no correfpondence for above twen-. 
ty years. It was not till the yearly conference drew near, 
in July 1781, that he paid her a vifit at her own houfe 
near Leeds. They had much converfation together, and 
contraéted an intimate acquaintance. After a few days, 
Milfs Bo/anquet afked Mr. Wefley’s advice, concerning Mr. 
Fletcher's propofal, who approved it entirely, being per- 
fuaded, it would be much to the glory of GOD. He {pent 
much of his time at Cro/s-hall, Mils Bo/anguet's houfe, till 
the following January. His general converfation was praif- 
ing GOD, and {peaking of the love of our dear Redeem- 
er. He took opportunities likewife of {peaking to every 
one in the family, concerning the ftate of their fouls, and 
giving them from time to time fuch direétions as were fuit- 
able thereto. At other times, he met us all together, and 
gave us proper exhortations and direétions. Our daily 
meals were as a. facrament. When he drank to any one, 
it was, “ heavenly health,” or “ the cup of falvation.” At, 
or after the meal, he generally begun, or called us to be- 
gin that verfe, 


“ Sull, O my foul, prolong 
The never-ceafing fong ! 
Chrift my theme, my hope, my joy, 
His be all my happy days! 
Praife my every hour employ: 
Every breath be fpent in praife!” 


After dinner he often fung feveral verfes of the hymn cal- 
led primitive chriftianity: particularly thofe lines, 


“ © that my Lord would count me meet, 
To wath shigsdear difciples’ feet !”” 


Sometimes he read many of thofe verfes with tears ftream- 
ing down his face. Thus did he walk with GOD, filled 
with the fpirit of his beloved Lord: confirming his love 
to all the family, and caring both for their fpiritual and 
temporal concerns, 


“ My 
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* My foul was much affe&ted, when he afked each of us, 
in afweet, humble manner, Can you give me your friend ? 
to think of parting was indeed gfievous to us all. Yet we 
did not dare to withhold her from him: as we all believed 
the union was of GOD, and would be to their prefent and 
® eternal benefit. The firft fermon which he preached in Leeds, 
on the Sunday morning before the conference, will never be 
forgotten by any that heard it, who defire to be perfeét in 
love. He preached in many places while in Yord/here, and 
to numerous congregations. 1 have heard of many who were 
greatly bleft thereby : fome convinced, others fet at liberty. 
And whenever he either preached or converfed, the comforts 
of the Holy Ghoft were multiplied. 

** Monday, November 12, was the day appointed for the 
outward uniting of thofe, whofe hearts were before united 
by the Holy Spirit. In the mofning feveral friends met to- 
gether on this folemn occafion: who can all, as well as I, 
truly fay, I have been at one Chriftian wedding. Jefus was 
 §nvited, and truly he was at our Cana. We reached Cro/s- 
hall before family prayers: Mr. Fletcher was dreffed in his 
canonicals : and after giving out one of Mr. We/l-y’s marri- 
age hymns, he read the feventh, eighth and ninth verfes of 
the nineteenth chapter of the Revelation: and {poke from 
them in fuch a manner, as greatly tended to fpiritualize the 
folemnities of the day. He faid, “* We invite you to our 
wedding : but the Holy Ghoft here invites you to the mar- 
riage of the Lamb. The bride, the Lamb’s wife, has made 
herfelf ready. This bride confifts of the whole church tri- 
umphant and militant united together. Ye may all be the 
bride, and Jefus wall condefcend to be the bridegroom. 
Make yourfelf ready by being filled with the Spirit.” He 
was very folemn in prayer, and faid, * Lord, thou knoweft, 
we would not take this ftep, if we had not eternity in view, 
and if we were not as willing to be carried into the church- 
yard, asto gointo the church.” At breakfaft he reminded 
us, the poftilions are now ready to carry us to the church, 
in order to fee our nuptials folemnized ; but death will foon 


be here, to tranfport us to the marriage of the Lamb. 
“On 
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** On the way to the church [Batley church, which was 
hear two miles off] he {poke much of the myftery which is 
‘couched under marriage,mately the union between Chrift 
nd his church. ‘“ The firft Adam, faid he, received his 
wife from his fide. our heavenly Adam purchafed his bride 
by a fountain opened in his pierced fide.” They were mara 
ried in the face of the congregation ; the doors were open- 
ed, and every one came in that would. We then returned 
home, and fpent a confiderable time in finging and prayer. 
We were near twenty of us. I then prefented Mrs. Fletch- 
er with fome wedding hymns. She looked them over, and 
gave them to Mr. Fietoher. He read the fcripture at the 
top, nainely, Hujbands lave your wives : and added, As Chnft 
loved the church. Then turning to us; he faid, My GOD, 
what ataik! help me, my friends, by your prayers to ful- 
fil i. As Chrift loved the’ church! He laid afide ‘his glory 
Jor her! he fubmitied to be born into our world; to be 
clothed with a human body, fubjeét to all our finlefs infirm’ 
ties. He endured fhame, contempt, pain, yea, death it/elf 
for his churclr! Owmy GOD, none is able to fulfil this tafk 
without thine almighty ard, Help me, O my GOD! Pray 
for me, O my friends’! 

“ He next read, Wives, /ubmit yourfeloes to your own 
hufbands. Mrs. Fletcher ailded, As wnte the Lord. Well, 
my dear, returmed Mr. Fletcher, Only in the Lord. And 
if ever I wifh you to do any thing otherwife, refift me with 
all your might. From dinner, which was a {piritual meal, 
as well asa natural one, until tea-time, our time was fpent 
chiefly in fervent prayer or finging. After finging the cove- 
nant bymn, Mr. Fletcher went to Mrg, Fletcher and faid to 
her, “ Well, my deareft friend, will you join with me in 
joining ourfelves in a perpetual covenant to the Lord ? Will 
you with me ferve him in his members ? Will you help me 
to bring fouls to the bleffed Redeemer ? and m every pofli- 
ble way this day, lay yourfelf under the ftrongeft ties you 
can, to help me to glorify my gracious Lord?” She anfwer- 
ed, like one that knew wherein her ftrength lay, ““ May my 
“ GOD help me fo to do!” 
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“ In the evening Mr. Valton preached in the hall from 
thofe moft fuitable words, What /hall I render unto the Lord 
for all his benefits ? I will take the cup of falvation, and call 
upon the name of the Lord. His words did not fall to the 
ground: many were greatly refrefhed. After preaching, there 
was a {weet conteft among us : every one thought, I in par- 
ticular owe the greateft debt of praife: till we jointly agreed 
to flag, 


“L'il praife my Maker, while P’ve breath, 
And when my voice is loft in death, 
Praife fhall employ my nobler powers : 
My days of praife fhall ne’er be paft, 
While life, or thought, or being laft, 
Or immortality endures.” 


* On the Wednefday following the feleét fociety met: 
and it was a precious feafon. Among other things Mr. Fletch- 
er faid, ‘“‘ Some of you perhaps may be a little furprized at 
the ftep my deareft friend and I have taken. But I aflure 
you, it was the refult of much prayer and mature delibera- 
tion.. Five and twenty years ago, when I firft faw my dear 
wife, I thought, if 1 ever married, the flould be the perfons 
But the was too rich for me to think of. So I banifhed eve- 
ry thought of the kind. For many years after, I had a 
diftafte to a married life, thinking it impoflible to be as much 
devoted to GOD in a married as ina fingle life. But this 
objeftion was removed, by reading Enoch begat fons and 
daughters. And Enoch walked with GOD, and was not: 
for GOD tock him. 1 then faw, if Enoch at the head of a 
family might walk with GOD, and be fit for tranflation ; our 
fouls under the gofpel-difpenfation might attain the highef 
degree of holinefs in a fimilar flate, if too great an attach- 
ment leading the foul from.GOD, rather than to him did 
not take place: inflead.of that, which fhould be g@means of 
increafing its union with Jefus. Yet flill many obftacles 
ftood tn the way : but at length they were all removed. Eve- 
ry mountain became a plain, and we are both well aflured, 
that the flep we took had the full approbation of GOD.” 

Vor Il. X x “On 
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“ On January 2, 1782, we had a very folemn parting, 
But in the midft of all the forrow which we felt, there was 
a {weet affurance that we thould meet again, not only in this 
world, but 


« Where death that! all be done away, 


And bodies part no more.” 


“ To repeat all the precious fayings of this fervant of 
GOD, would require many volumes: for his mouth was al- 
ways opened with wifdom, tending to minifler grace to the 
hearers. My earneft prayer is, that the fpirit of faith and 
love, and heavenly wifdom, may reft upon you alfo, and 
guide you in all your extenfive labours, till they are {wal- 
lowed up in eternal refi. I remain, Rev. Sir, 

Your unworthy child and fervant, 


Ss. C.”" 


4- I cannot help fubjoiriing a refleG@ion here, which at 
that time affe€ted me much. Although I could in no wife 
condemn this marriage, yet on one account it gave me pain. 
When I was young, I was exceedingly affe€ed with a rela- 
tion in Mr. Herbert's life—an account of Mr. Farrar’s 
family, at Little Giddings, i in Huntingdon-flire : 1 longed to 
fee fuch another family in any part of the three kingdoms. 
At length I had my defire: I did fee exa€tly fuch another 
family : I faw a family full as much devoted to GOD: full 
as regular in all their exercifes of devotion, and at leaft as 
exemplary in every branch of Chriftian holinefs, This I faw, 
by the peculiar Providence of GOD, fettled at Layton-Stone. 
O that it had continued there! The removal of it into York. 

fire I did not advife or approve of. However, I rejoiced 
to fee it fettled fomewhere : nainely at Cro/s-hall, near Leeds. 
Again I @id all that was in my power, to perpetuate this glo- 
rious inftitution. It was now totally diffolved : and yet by 
a means which I did not dare to oppofe! 0 GOD, how un- 
Jfearchable are thy judgments ; and thy ways paft finding out! 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


. et ‘ug | Sit 
From his marriage till the beginning of his laft iltne/s. 


i. ROM the time of his fettling at Madly with Mrs. 
Fletcher, he had no return of his confumptive dif- 
order. On the contrary, by the blefling of GOD on her 
peculiar care and tenderneis, not only his health was con- 
firmed, but his ftrength reflored as in the days of his youth. 
In the mean time he took care to employ all his returning 
itrength in the work of faith and the Jabour of love: more 
particularly in that which he had always found to be one 
of the moft difficult parts of his duty. There are in this 
parifh, through the lenity of the magiftrates, no lefs than 
eight public houfes. Thefe are well known to have been 
continual nurferies of fin, particularly on Sunday evenings. It 
had been for many years his unwearied endeavour to put an end 
to thefe abufes. Yet as he very feldom hada churchwarden who 
was heartily willingto fecond him therein, hisendeavours were 
almoft ineffectual, producing very little fruit, But for two 
years GOD was now pleafed to favour him with a church- 
warden, who was refolved to aét according to his oath: he 
then cheerfully renewed his endeavours, vifiting feveral of 
thefe houfes every Sunday (all of them in their turn). In 
every one he bore a faithful teftimony. And in fome it has 
yeen attended with much good. O that no one of thofe 
who have been at any time within the reach of his voice, 
may finally inherit that curfe, Behold, ye de/fnfers, and won- 
der, and perifh 
2. For many years he had felt, with the deepeft fenfibi- 
lity, the difconfolate condition of poor uninftruéted children : 
and fome years ago he began a {chool, wherein he taught 
them himfelf every day. After purfuing this method for 
fome time, he erefted a f{chool in Madel-y-woodl But al. 
terward his thoughts were much employed concerning the 
Sunday-{chools: efpecially fince they were recommended to 
him ina letter from Mrs. Derdy, a perfon whom he always 
found ready to promote every good work. He then earn- 
ellly 
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eftly fet about promoting them in his own parifh. Three 
hundred children were foon gathered together, whom he 
took every opportunity of initrufting by 1egular meetings, 
for fome time before the fchools were opened. Thefe 
meetings he attended with thé utmoft diligence to the ve- 
ty Thurfday before hisillnefs. In order to encourage the 
children, his method was to give them little hymn-books, 
poinring them to fome friend or neighbour, who would 
teach them the hymns, and inftru& them to fing. The lit- 
tle creatures were greatly taken with this new employment: 
mfomuch that many of them would fcarce allow themfelves 
“time to eat or fleep, for the defire they had of learning 
their leffons. At every meeting, after enquiring who had 
made the greateft proficiency, he diflinguifhed them by fome 
little reward, 

3. In the inftruing of children, one great difficulty is, 
to draw and fix their attention. He had a fingular gift for 
doing this, by making advantage of any incident that offered. 
One day, while he had a confiderable number of children 
before him in the preaching-houfe, as he was petfuading 
them to mind what they were about, and to remember the 
iext which he was going to mention, juit them a robin 
flew into the houfe, and their eyes were prefently turned 
after him. ‘ Now,” faid he, “ I fee you can attend to 
that robin. Well, I will take that robin for my text.” 
He then gave them an ufeful le€&ture on the harmlefsnefs of 
that little creature and the tender care of its Creator. 

4. When he obferved that the number of children, in- 
flead of falling off, as was expeéted, increafed continually, 
he wrote fome propefals to the parifh, which were receiv- 
ed with the greateft unanimity. Many of the rich as well 
as the trading people, lent their helping hand, not only to 
defray tgexpence of teachers, but alfo to raife a conve- 
nient , | in Coalbrook-dale, for the inftru€@tion of the 
numerous children that were on that fide of the parith. 


[Continued at Page 99:.} 
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The Journat of FRANCIS ASBURY, Bifhop of the 
Method: ft-Eprfcopal Church. 


From March 26, 1772, to Apml 14, 1773. 


[Continued from page 302. | 


TP UESDAY, November 23. Preached at Winchefter, to a 

ftupid kind of people, .in an unfinifhed houfe ; and 
while the rain beat in upon me, many people looked and 
wondered at the ftranger. However, I delivered my meflage 
with fome energy, and then rode 3 miles to Richard Owen's, 
where the Lord enabled me to preach to a great number of 
people, with power. 

Wednefday 24. We rode about 20 miles to my old fnend 
Fofkua Owen's, and found a very agreeable houfe and fami- 
ly. The oldman is an I/raelite indeed. He was once a 
ferious church-man who fought for the truth; and now 
GOD has revealed itto him. The Lord has allo begua to 
blefs his family. He bas one fon a preacher, and the reft of 
his children are very thoughtful. Though is was a very 
rainy day, there were many people, and my heart was great- 
ly enlarged towards them in preaching. 

Thurfday 25. The congregation was alfo large at Mr. Mer- 
ryman's, and the Lord was with me. But on Friday, at 
Mr. Eoans’s the congregation was fmall, and 1 was much 
ftraightened. The fame evening rode to town. Sat. 28. 
Preached at the Point, and do carneftly long to fecl my heart 
more given up to GOD, 

Lord’s day go. It wasa rainy day, but rode to the Point, 
and after preaching to a large congregation, returned to 
town and dined at William Moore's. 1 preached_in town, 
both at 3, and at 6 o'clock. 

Monday, December 1. Rode in company with Mrs, 
Rachel Hewlings, Mrs. Rogers, and the widow While, to 
Nathan Perrigo’s, and, with power from the Lord, preach. 
@d to a large number of people. Then rode to William 
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Lynch's, to whom I was introduced by Mrs. Hewlings, and 
had many to hear the word of truth. 
Tuefday 2. Lodged to-night in a damp bed, and though 
Texpeéted fome bad confequence, yet through mercy I receiv. 
ed no injury. The next day, at Joppa, there were many 
people from the country, and fome from the town. 
Thurfday 4. Preached at Fo/eph Prefbury’s to many peo- 
ple who could feel the word ; and with much power in my 
own foul, Then rode 3 miles into the Neck, and had a fo: 
lemn, heart-affeéting time, while preaching fram Rev. ii. 11. 
a paflage which, it feems, juft fuited their cafe : afterwards 
returned to Fofeph Prefbury’s. Friday 5. After preaching, 
Jofeph Daliam condu€ied me to his houfe, and treated me 
with great kindnefs. Preached at his houfe, at 3 o'clock ; 
and on Saturday, at Mo/es Browne's, about 3 miles off. 
Lord’s day 7. Went about 5 miles to preach in our firft 
preaching-houfe. The houfe had no windows or doors : the 
weather was very cold; fo that my heart pitied.the people 
when I faw them fo expofed. Putting a handkerchief over 
my head, I preached, and after an hour’s intermiffion (the 
people waiting all the time in the cold) preached again. 
Monday 8. John Keng and I went about 5 miles to lodge ; 
and the next morning fet off for Bohemia. We pafled 
through Charl-flown, and dined.at the head of E/4. We 
lodged at Robert Thompjon’s, where LI {poke clefely to the 
poor negroes, who took fome notice of what was faid. 
Since 1 went from here laf, my travels have been, perhaps, 
as much as 300 miles in about fix weeks. And, glory to 
GOD, I have been favoured with inward peace and purity ; 
and with zeal and power in my public exercifes. Rode to 
Bird's tavern for my trunk and.box of books ; and received 
a letter from Mr. P—which furpaffes every thing Lever have 
met with from a Methodift preacher. The Lord judge be- 
tween rifts and me! Then went to Solomon Herj/ey’s, and 
after preaching with life and freedom, to a few people, fpoke 
to them, one by one, concerning the ftate of their fouls. 
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Tuefday 9. I intended to have preached at George-town; 
but in my way, found a large houfe belonging to a certain 
Mr. Byard, in which Mr. Whitefield had preached fome 
years ago, to fome Hollanders, who were eminent for re« 
ligion : but the old people are now dead. Then proceed- 
ed on my way to George-town, and lodged at the houfe of 
a Quaker. He treated me with great kindnefs; and appear- 
ed to be an underftanding man. His wife was fomewhat 
tender in religious converfation. In the evening the ne- 
grocs were colle&ted, and I fpoke to them in exhortations 
In the morning 3 or 4 white people alfo attended at pray- 
er, to whom I {poke about their fouls. The friend went 
with me in the morning, and when I afked him what fa- 
tisfaétion he required, he told me, no more than what he 
had received. 

Wednefday 10. Preached to many people, rich and poor, 
at John Kandle’s, and at another place in the evening. 

Friday 12. Went 12 miles into Kent county, and had 
many great people to hear me. But before preaching, one 
Mr. Read, a church-minifter, came to me and defired to 
know who I was, and whether I was licenced. I told him 
who I was. He fpoke great {welling words; and told me 
he had authority over the people, and was charged with 
the care of their fouls. “He alfo told me, that I could not; 
and fhould not, preach; and if I did, he would proceed 
againit me according to law. I let him know, that I came 
to preach, and preach I would; and farther afked him,. if 
he had authority to bind the coniciences ot the people; 
or if he was a juftice of the peace; and told him, I thought 
he had nothing to do with me. He charged me with ma- 
king a fchifm. I told him, that I did not draw the peo- 
ple from the church; and afked him, if his church was 
then open? He told me that I. hindered people from their 
work; but I afked him, if fairs and horfe-racesqid nos 
hinder them ? And farther told him that I came to help him. 
He faid, he had not hired me for an affiftant, and did not 
want my help. I told him, if there were no {wearers ot 
ether finaners, Ae was fufficient. But, faid he, what did 
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you come for? I replied, to turn finners to GOD. He 
faid, cannot I do that as well as you? I told him that I had 
authority from GOD. He then laughed at me and faid, 
you are a fine fellow indeed! I toldhim, I did not do this 
to invahdate his authority, and alfo gave him to underftand 
that I did not with to difpute with him. But he faid, he 
had bufinefs with me, and came into the houfe in a great 
rage. I began to preach, and urged the people to repent 
and turn from all their tranfgreffions, fo iniquity fhould 
ust prove their ruin. After preachitig, the parfon went 
out and told the people, they. did wrong in coming to hear 
me; and faid that I {poke againft learning. Whereas, I 
enly fpoke to this purpofe,—when a man turned from 
ali fin, he would adorn every charaéter in life, both in 
ehurch and ftate. Then left him and preached at John 
Randle’s at feven o'clock. 

Lord’s day 14. Preached twice, with very little inter. 
miffion, to many people collefled at a {chool-houfe near 
Robert Thompfon's ; and then rode to Solomon Herfey’s, and 
found it a comfortable time, while preaching at 6 o'clock. 
Oa Monday rode to Newcaflle, and preached tu a large coms 
pany, My foubhas lately been much bowed down, 

Tuefday 16. There were but few people attended preaching 
at Mr. Stedhkam’s ; and as the next day was wet, flaid and 
had a family-meeting. On Thurfday, went to Mr. Tuf/ey’s, 
My mind has been much affeéted lately. May the Lord 
fupport and teach me ! After preaching at Mr. Tu//zy’s, went 
to hear a New Light, and found but liule fatisfatiion. 

Lord’s day 21. Though it rained much, yet many peos 
pie attended preaching at //aac Herfey’s. Then preached at 
a place about five miles off; and rode thence to Newca/flle, 
where many peaple attended at night. The Lord favoured 
me with power, and my mind has been lately kept in peace. 
Mondayyo2, fet out for Bohemia ; and though my body was 
rauch fatigued with the ride, and my head ached violent 
ly, yet in the evening I enforced thefe words—Be diligent, 
that ye may te found of him in peace, without /pot, and 
iamel-/s; and endeavoured to fhew them, that in juflifi- 
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€ation, we have peace; in fan@tification we are without 
fpot ; and in perfeét love we are blamelefs ; and then pro- 
ceeded to fhew them, wherein we muft be diligent. 

Tuefday 23. On my way to Su/quehannah, a perfon came 
for me to vifit one Mrs. Thomas, who was dying with a 
dropfy. Then proceeded to Fofiah Dellam’s ; ‘and the'next 
day fet off for Jofeph Prefbury’s, to attend our quarterly 
meeting. Many people attended, and feveral friendg came 
many miles. . 1, preached from Aéts xx. 28. Take heed 
therefore unto yourfelves, &c.- After fhewing to whom the 
charge was given, I proceeded to enforce the fubjeét thus, 

I. Take heed to your fpirits. 

II. Take heed to your praétice. 

Ill. Take heed to your doétrine, 

IV. Take heed to the flock. 

1. Thofe that are under deep conviction, 

2. Thofe that are true believers. 

3. Thofe that are forely tempted. 

4. Thofe that are groaning for full redemption. 

5. Thofe that have backfliden. 
Then urged the motives to this duty. We afterwards pro- 
ceeded to our temporal bufinefs, and confifered the follow- 
ing propofitrons. 

1. What are our colletions? We found them fufficient 
to defray our expences. 

2. How are the preachers ftationed? Brother Straw- 
bridge and brother Owins in Frederick county. Brother 
King, brother Weber and Ifaac Rawlins on the other fide 
ef the bay; and myfelf in Badtimore. 

3. Shall we be ftri& in our fociety-meetings, and not 
admit ftrangers ? Agreed. 

4.‘ Shall we drop preaching in the day time ta the 
week ? Not agreed to. 

5- Will the people be contented without our adminiftring 
the facrament ? John King was neuter ; brother Strawbridge 
plead much for the ordinances; and fo did the people, who 
appeared to be much biafed by him. I told them, I would 
mot agree to it at that time, and infifted on our abiding by 
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our rules. But Mr. Boardman had given them their way 
at the quarterly meeting held here before, and I am oblig» 
ed to connive at fome things for the fake of peace. 

6, Shall we make collections weekly, to pay the preach. 
ers’ board and expences ? This was not agreedto. We then 
enquired into*the moral charaéters of the preachers and ex- 
horters, Only one exhorter was found any way doubtful; 
and we have great hopes of him. Brother Strawbridge re- 
ceived £28 quarterage; brother King and myfelf £.6 
each. Great love fubfifted among us in this meeting, 
and we parted in much peace. 

Then went to Fofah Dellam’s; and on. chriftmas-day 
attended the church, and heard parfon Wef preach a plaia 
ufeful fermon, which contained much truth; and after- 
wards reecived the facrament. Then rode 5 miles to Buh, 
but as Mr. Strawbridge had not given public notice, few 
people attended, and the preaching was late. Perhaps Mr. 
Strawbridge omitted to give public notice, that it might pre- 
vent my going to church. The next day rode to Warnet 
Prefton’s, where we hada large congregation, and a very 
comfortable meeting. On the fame day, at the houfe of 
Henry Waters, ®. W—s fpoke ~with great care, but 
with very little life or depth. He may improve and make 
a ufeful preacher in time. 

Lord’s day 27. Rode to the widow Bond’s, and preach- 
ed twice, with very little intermiflion, to a great numiber of 
people. Appointing a meeting in the evening, I had an 
opportunity of hearing J/aac Rawlins exhort. His exhor- 
tation was coarfe and loud enough, though with fome depth. 
I gave him a little advice which he feemed willing to take. 

Monday 28. Many people of various kinds attended at 
A. Standford’s. Preached afterwards at J. Moore’s in the 
evening, and went thence to J.. B—’s and met the clafé, 


{Continued at page 401.] 
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An extrad of a letter from Joun Hacerty, Elder of the 
~ M-ethodift Epifcopal Church in America, to Bifhop Assu- 
ry, dated Annapolis, February 17, 1789. 


My very dear Brother, 

% ZF OUR kind letter by brother Chalmers was as a cordial 
to my foul. I did expeét we fhould have a reyival 
among us when our houfe was removed, but the Lord has 
prevented my expe@tation, and begun a molt glorious work 
indeed, at a time and in a manner I did not expe&t. Bro- 
ther Chalmers brought the holy. fire from Virginia with him. 
He and brother Long took a little tour in the country, and 
the flame broke out, and fuch a work is begun about brother 
Weems’s, the fwamp, and about dée/ Hill's, and all threugh 
that part ofthe country, as was never known before in this 
fiate. They returned on Monday, 72n. 26, and that night 
the work of powerful conviction began; firft in brother 
Long's family. All his children got awakened, and are now 
converted to GOD. On the Wednefday following fome 
were alarmed in the prayer-meeting. Wefhad a watch-night 
on Thurfday evening, and fome more-got alarmed. But on 
Friday night the work of converfion began in a way I lit- 
tle expected. _ I met the clafs of young men, and received 
three into clafs. When clafs-meeting was over, I heard a 
poor foul groaning and praying. We went down fairs, 
and found.in the paffage a black woman in great diftrefs. 
We began exhorting her, and then proceeded to finging and 
prayer. The noife called in others ; another black woman 
was foon on her knees befide the former, 2nd GOD was 
pleafed to fet both their fouls at liberty ; and then an old 
man, and then a member whom I had joined that night, and 
then the man of the houfe in which we were, fo that about 
nine o’clock we had many converted, among whom was my 
wife’s brother, Jo/eph, {a brand indeed plucked out of the 
fire,) a daughter of Mr. Stowbridge, and all three of 
bsother Long’s children ; my brother in law’s wife alfo got 
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her foul converted. I think about 15 found the peace of 
GOD at that time. We had a few on Monday night that 
found peace. Brother P:gman came to town this day, and 
preached a {weet, fmooth, edifying fermon. I felt much of 
the power of GOD in my foul, and longed to fay fomething 
to the people. When he concluded, 1 fpoke a few words. 
I began ‘by fipging and then exhorted, and the power of 
GOD came in a wonderful manner into my foul, and I 
think we had one of the Joudeft fhouts I ever remember to 
have heard. Now it was that I entered into the f{pirit of 
the work. I approved of it before, but was not in the f{pi- 
rit of it. O how clear did the light fhine upon my foul! I 
faw, and, glory be to GOD, I &till fee the way to the king- 
dom of heaven clearer than ever. I may fay, I am become, 
as it were, a new man; but what have I gained? An ill- 
name. 1 that was reckoned by fome who knew no better, a 
man of fenfe, am now become a fool. I newer heard re- 
proach with fuch joy before; but, glory be to GOD, the 
work profpers. I then requefted as many as had a cefire, 
to come forth into the great congregation, and join the fo- 
cicty. Twenty four, one afier another, gave me their names, 
moll of whom ha@ found peace. Our clafs- meetings are ex- 
ceeding lively. Brother Forre/f was in town, and met the 
young men, and five of them flruggied into life. Sunday 
morning the power of GOD was with us, many were cut 
to the heart: in the afternoon we had another fhout, and 


five or fix were fet at liberty} and many fpake feelingly at 
the love-feaft in the evening. This was a day to be :emem- 
bered by many, and efpecially by myfelf. Such tranfport- 
ing joy filled my foul, that I only wanted wings to fly away, 
and reft for ever -with my Lord and Saviour. Bleffed be 
GOD, that ever I was born! The Chriflians feel the fthow- 
er, ani many of them profefs holinefs of heart. We had a 


rematkable feafon on Monday night; I think at lez co 
found the Lord. On Tucfday I went to fupply brother For- 
reft's place at the head of Seuth-River. As foon as 1 began 
to {peak, the Lord applied his word, and finners began te 
tremble ; we had a comfortable tume. All the members in 
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fociety (who had almoft fainted in their minds) got a frefh 
fpring for heaven, and fuch a time ‘they have not had for 
years paft. I gave out for a prayer-meeting in the evening : the 
people flocked together, andthe Lord began towork. We 
had as many as five who profefled to find peace. One of 
them was powerfully converted io GOD. When I return. 
ed to town we had another wonderful fhout, and one great 
perfecutor had a clear manifeflation of GOD's love. But 
you know fatan can not quietly let his fubjetts go: he rai- 
fes a ftorm of lies, the only weapon he has at preient (o ing'st 
with. He allo threatens, but can go no farther: they have 
*banilhed me out of town by report, and are to cut olf my 
ears, &c. &c. My heart pities and prays for them, and re- 
joices to hear it; for when the devil has lifted them up to 
the height, I truff GOD will convert their fouls, and male 
them witnelles for himfelf. We have had 84 joined the foci- 
ety, fince January 3°, and almoft every one of them is con. 
vericd to GOD; and many more are ready to come in, 
But who are they ? Not the rich and great; but few of thefe 
are feen among us at all; we have fome of the bafell cha- 
ratters, and fome otherwife: but oh what a fpirit of 
reigns among us! It is good ta be here; my hopes are up: 
we have fcarce a meeting, but fome one gets converted. 
Praifed be our GOD! Pray for 
Your molt affedtionate 
Though unworthy brother in the Lord, 


JOHN HAGERTY. 
_- 26 D> 8 G4< on — 


Mr. Parest’s Account of an old Woman. 
Cork, Feb. 16, 1778. 


a 


IDING over a mountain called Shevrord, in the coun 

ty of Jipperary, my mare lofing a thoe, | flopped a: 

a fmuith's fhop to have one puton. The fmith taking me 
into the houfe, 1 oblerved an old withered woman 
fisting in the chimney-corner. On finding my heart grow 
warm 
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warm, I drew near to her and faid, As you feem, by the 

courfe of nature, to be on the confines of eternity, have 
you any aflurance where you are going? She faid, ‘** Blef- 
fed be GOD I have!” On afking her if her affurance was 
well grounded? fhe faid, “ I hope it is.” On asking her 
what the ground of her affurance was? fhe faid, “1 have 
the love of GOD thed abroad in my heart, and the light 
of his countenance fhining on my foul.” I then afked, how 
and when fhe came by that experience ? She faid, * When 
I was about eighteen years old, GOD convinced me that 
I was a finner. On feeing this, I was in great diftrefs for 
fome time. But one day, as I was going for water, acrofs 
a field, the Lord arrefled me by the w.;: on which I laid 
down my pail, and fell on my knees; and while I was at 
prayer, he manifefted his pardoning love to my foul, fhed 
abroad his love in my heart, and gave me an affurance of 
his favour. 1am now eighty one, or eighty two years old, 
and from that time to the prefent, I have not been one 
day without a fenfe of the love of GOD in my heart, and 
the light of his countenance fhining upon me.” I then 
afked her how fhe came to know fhe was a finner? the an- 
{wered, “ by reading good .books.” 

I have often viftted her fince, and always found her uni- 
form and confiftent in her accounts. Having never met 
with any one before who experienced thefe things, fhe faid, 
fhe thought herfelf alone in the world, and feemed rather 
furprifed at the accounts 1 gave of my own, and others ex- 
perience. 

Thus we fee, GOD has his fecret ones, even where the 
gofpel is not preached. Therefore let us rejoice in hope 
of meeting many in glory who were unknown, not only to 
us, but even to his whole church on earth. 
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INGRATITUDE. 
[Extraéted from a late author. | 


A RTABANES was diftingulfhed with peculiar favour 
A by a wife, powerful and good prince. A magnifi- 
cent palace, furrounded with a delightful garden, was pro- 
vided for his refidence. He partook of all the luxuries of 
his fovereign’s table}. was invefted with extenfive authority, 
and admitted to the honour of a free intercourfe with his 
gracious mafter. But Artabanes was infenfible of the ad- 
vantages which he enjoyed. His heart glowed not with 
gratitude and refpeét; he avoided the fociety of his bene- 
faftor, and abufed his’ bounty. 

I deteft fuch a charafter, faid Alexis, with generous in- 
dignation! It is your own picture I have drawn, replied 
Euphronius. The great Potentate of heaven and earth has 
placed you im a world which difplays the higheft beauty, 
order and magnificence; and which abounds with every 
means of convenience, enjoyment and happinefs. He has 
furnifhed you with fuch powers of body and mind, as give 
you dominion over the fifhes of the fea, the fowls of the 
air, and the beafls of the field: and he has invited you to 
hold communion with himfelf, and to exalt your own na- 
ture, by the love and imitation of his divine perfeétions. 
Yet your eyes are wandering with brutal gaze, over the 
fair creation, unconfcious of the mighty hand from which 
it fprung. You have rioted in the profufion of nature, 
without one fecret emotion of gratitude to the fovereign 
difpofer of all good: and you have flighted the glorious 
converfe, and forgotten the prefence of that omnipotent 
Being who fills all fpace, and exifts through all-eternity. 

Reader, art not thou the man? 
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re 2 
EDWIN anv ANGELINA, 


URN, gentle hermit of the dale, 
And guide my lonely way, 
To where yon taper cheers the vale 
With hofpitable ray. 


-For here, forlorn and loft, I tread, 
With fainting fteps and flow, 
‘Where wilds, immeafurably {pread, 

Seem lengthening as I go. 


Forbear, my fon, the hermit cries, 
To tempt the dangerous gloom; 

For yonder faithlefs phantom flies 
To lure thee to thy doom. 


Here, to the houfelefs child of want 
My door is open ftill; 

And though my portion is but fcarit, 
I give it with good-will. 


Then turn to-night, and freely thare 
Whate’er my céll beftows ; 

My rufhy couch and frugal fare, 
My bleffing and repofe. 


No flocks that range the valley free, 
To flaughter I condemn : 

Taught by that Power that pities me 
I learn to pity them, 
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But from the mountain’s graffy fide 
bs guiltlefs feaft I bring; 

A fcrip with herbs and fruits fupplied, 
And water from the fpring. 


Then, pilgrim, turn, thy cares forego; 
All earth-born cares are wrong: 

Man wants but little here below, 
Nor wants that little long. 


Soft asthe dew from heaven defcends, 
His gentle accents fell; 

The modeft ftranger lowly bends, 
And follows to the cell. 


Far in a wildernefs obfcure 
The lonely manfion lay, 

A refuge to the neighbouring poor, 
And ftrangers led aftray. 


No ftores beneath its humble thatch 
Requir’d a mafler’s care; 

The wicket, opening with a latch, 
Receiv’d the harmlefs pair. 


And now, when bufy crouds retire 
To take their evening-relt, 

The hermit trimm’d his little fire, 
And cheer’d his penfive guett ; 


And fpread his vegetable ftore, 
And gaily preft and {mil’d, 
And, fkill’d in legendary lore, 

The lingering hours beguil’d, 


Around in fympathetic mirth 
Its tricks the kitten tries ; 

The cricket chirrups in the hearth, 
The crackling faggot flies. 


But nothing could a charm impart 
To footh the ftranger’s woe; 
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POETRY, 


For grief was heavy at his heart, 
And tears began to flow. 


His rifing cares the hermit f{py’d, 
With anfwering care oppreft, 

And whence unhappy youth, he cried, 
The forrows of thy breaft? 


From better habitation {purn’d, 
Reluétant doft thou rove ? 

Or grieve for friendihip unreturn’d, 
Or unregarded love? 


Alas! the joys that fortune brings, 
Are trifling, and decay ; 

And thofe who prize the paltry things, 
More trifling fill than they. 


And what is friendfhip but a name, 
A charm that lulis to fleep; 

A fhade that follows wealth or fame, 
And leaves the wretch to weep. 


And love is flill an emptier found, 
The modern fair one’s jett, 

On earth unfeen, or only found 
To warm the turtle’s neft. 


For fhame, fond youth, thy forrows hufh,. 
And fpurn the fex, he faid: 

But, while he fpoke, a rifing bluth 
His love-lorn gueft betray’d. 


Surpris’d, he fees new beauties rife 
Swift mantling to the view, 

Like colours o’er the morning-fkies, 
As bright, as tranfient too. 


The bafhful look, the rifing breaft, 
Alternate fpread alarms, 

The lovely ftranger ftands confeft 
A maid in all her charms, 
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And ah! forgive a flranger rude, 
A wretch forlorn, fhe cried, 
Whofe feet unhallow’d thus intrude 
Where heaven and you refide. 


But let a maid thy pity thare, 
Whom fove has taught to ftray ; 
Who feeks for reft, but finds defpair 


Companion of her way. 


My father liv’d befide the Tyne, 
A wealthy lord was he; 

And all his wealth was mark’d as mine, 
He had but only me. 


To win me from his tender arms, 
Unnumber’d fuitors came; 

Who prais’d me for imputed charms, 
And felt or feign’d a flame. 


Each hour a mercenary croud 
With richeft proffers flrove: 
Among the reft, young Edwin bow’d, 
But never talk’d of love, 


In humble, fimpleft habit clad, 
No wealth nor power had he; 
Wifdom and worth were all he had, 
But thefe were all to me. 


The bloffom opening to the day, 
The dews of heaven refin’d, 

Could nought of purity difplay 
To emulate his mind. 


The dew, the bloffom on the tree, 
With charms inconftant fhine ; 

Their charms were his; but, woe to me! 
Their conftancy was mine. 


For ftill I tried each fickle art, 
Importunate and vain: 
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And, while his paffion touch’d my heart, 
I triumph’d in his pain: 


Till quite deje&ted with my f{corn, 
He left me to my pride, 

And fought a folitude forlorn, 
In feeret, where he died. 


But mine the forrow, mine the fault, 
And well my life fhall pay : 

I’|! feek the folitude he fought, 
And ftretch me where he lay.— 


And there, forlorn, defpairing, hid, 
I'll lay me down and die; 

*T was fo for me that Edwen did, 
And fo for him will I. 


Forbid it, heaven!. the hermit cry’d, 
And clafp’d her to his breaft: 


The wondering fair-one turn’d to chide; 


"Twas Edwin's felf that preft. 





